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‘Winchester proves himself
not just a fine researcher
and storyteller; but
also a gifted stylist’
Observer:

- il T Mg i 2 B oy £
Amencan earthquake ot 1906




PENGUIN BOOKS

A CRACK IN THE EDGE OF THE WORLD

‘The scientific, geological, human and political stories behind the San
Francisco earthquake. Read it and shiver’
Herald

‘Fascinating details, footnotes are treats... Winchester has a gift for
narrating stories’

Independent on Sunday

‘Fascinating... pieced together with care and considerable research.
An illuminating analysis of the way western
cities cope (or not) with natural disasters’

The Times Educational Supplement

‘Fascinating reading, lucid, revealing. Stands on its own as an
informative and enjoyable book’

Literary Review

‘A superb description of the treacherous geology of the San Andreas
fault zone’

Sunday Times

‘Fascinating, enjoyable... there is much that makes the mind boggle.
Winchester’s fine book is a timely reminder’

Scotland on Sunday
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With this book I both welcome into the world
my first grandchild,

Coco
and offer an admiring farewell to
Iris Chang

whose nobility, passion and courage
should serve as a model for all,

writers and newborn alike
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Now the spoiler has come: does it care?

Not faintly. It has all time. It knows the people are a tide
That swells and in time will ebb, and all

Their works dissolve.

Robinson Jeffers, ‘Carmel Point’, 1954

&
| — — 2

LA - N‘*g. 5F T?_ T .ﬁ- LS
b Mag of the \".c'-;“ﬂ § ‘)'ﬁ
4 North American u_,.s-:“(_.fm 34

s ]
: Teetonic Plate { F—

-

i | L

F
Norrie
#

Sormn “HvErioay

:"'k\:“ L awaFaa =%




Contents

List of Maps
List of Illustrations
Prologue
1 The Well-illumined Earth

2 A Born-again Science




3 The View from On High

4 The Street Before Morning
1 Chronicle: A Year of Living Dangerously
2 The Temporary City
3 Chronicle: Such Almost Modern Times
4 From Plate to Shining Plate

1 A Simple Plan

2 The Plate Entire

3 The Eastern Front

4 The World Beyond Ur

5 A Certain Nervous Shaking

6 The Unstill Centre
5 Chronicle: The State of the Golden State
6 How the West was Made

7 The Mischief-maker



	Cover
	About the Author
	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Contents

