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Introduction

At a time  in American his tory whe n black wome n in every 

area of the  country might have joined together to demand social 

equality for wome n and a recognition of the  impact of sexism 

on our social status, we were by and large s ilent. Our  silence was 

not merely a reaction against white  wome n liberationis ts  or  a 

gesture of solidarity with black male  patriarchs . It  was the 

silence of the  oppressed—that profound silence engendered by 

re s ignation and acceptance of one ’s lot. Conte mporary black 

wome n could not jo in together to fight for womenls jcights  

because we did not see "womanhood” as an impor tant aspect of 

our identity. Racis t, sexist socialization had conditioned us to 

devalue our femaleness and to regard race as the  only re levant 

label of identification. In  othe r  words, we were asked to deny a 

par t of ourselves—and we did. Consequently, when the 

wome n’s moveme nt raised the  issue of sexist oppress ion, we 

argued that sexism was ins ignificant in light of the  harsher, 

more brutal reality of racism. We  were afraid to acknowledge 

that sexism could be jus t as oppress ive as racism. We clung to 

the hope  that libe ration from racial oppress ion would be all 

that was necessary for us to be free. We  were a new generation
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