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This book is dedicated to Peggy Lynch and Lynn Moffett, beloved friends
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FOREWORD
In 1992, Tyndale House made a conscious decision to begin publishing

excellent fiction that would help us fulfill our corporate purpose—to
“minister to the spiritual needs of people, primarily through literature
consistent with biblical principles.” Before that time, Tyndale House had
been known for many years as a publisher of Bibles and of nonfiction books
by well-known authors like Tim LaHaye and James Dobson. We had
dabbled in fiction before “Christian fiction” became popular, but it was not
a major part of our publishing plan.

We began to recognize, however, that we could carry out our purpose
very effectively through fiction, since fiction speaks to the heart rather than
to the head.

Fiction is entertaining. Well-written fiction is gripping. As readers,
we’ll stay up until 2:00 a.m. to finish a good novel. But Tyndale has a
greater goal than simply entertaining our readers. We want to help our
readers grow!

We recognize that authors have something of a bully pulpit for
communicating their worldview and values to their readers. But with that
opportunity comes a danger. Just what worldview and values is an author
communicating? At best, most contemporary novelists present a squishy
worldview. At worst, they sow negative values and unhealthy attitudes in
the hearts of their readers. We wanted to set a whole new standard for
fiction.

So we began looking for novelists who had a heart message that would
help our readers grow. And we met Francine Rivers.

Francine had been extremely successful as a writer of romance novels
for the general market early in her career. But when she became a Christian,
she wanted to use her talents to communicate faith values to her readers.
One of her early projects was the Mark of the Lion trilogy.

When I read the manuscript for the first book in the series, A Voice in
the Wind, I was blown away by the power of the story. I was transported
back to the first century—to Jerusalem, Germania, Rome, and Ephesus. I
lived with Hadassah as she struggled to live out her faith in the midst of a
pagan Roman household. I felt the terror of the gladiator as he faced his
foes in the arena. Above all, through their experiences I learned lessons in
courage.
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