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P R A I S E  F O R

R ic k  A t k in s o n ' s  C r u s a d e

“I f yo u  a r e  go in g  t o  r e a d  o n ly o n e  b o o k  a b o u t  t h e  P e r s ia n  G u lf W a r , 

C r u s a d e ,  b e ca u s e  o f it s  r ich  h u m a n  d e t a il a n d  s k illfu l w r it in g , s h o u ld  

b e  it  .  .  .  At k in s o n  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  s t o r y o f t h e  w a r  t o  t h e  n e x t  le ve l, 

p o r t r a yin g  t h e  p a s s io n  — a n ge r , fe a r , p r id e , a m b it io n , e go t is m , s o r ­

r o w  — t h a t  a r e  e q u a lly  in e vit a b le  in  t h e  h o r r ib le  c r u c ib le  o f w a r  . .  .  

A m a r ve lo u s  b o o k  fo r  t h e  o r d in a r y r e a d e r  a n d  t h e  m ilit a r y b u ff 

a lik e ."  —S a n  D ie g o  U n io n - T r ib u n e ,  fr o n t  p a ge  r e vie w

"T r a n s fixe s  u s  w it h  a  c r a ck lin g - fa s t , r ich ly r e p o r t e d , a b s o r b in g , yo u -  

a r e - t h e r e  t e ch n o - t h r ille r  o f a  m ilit a r y h is t o r y o f t h is  w a r  . .  .  C r u s a d e  

is  p a ce d  s o  a s  t o  h u r l t h e  r e a d e r  fr o m  o n e  s ce n e  t o  t h e  n e x t  . .  .  yo u  

w ill n o t  b e  t e m p t e d  t o  p u t  it  d o w n ."

— L o s  A n g e le s  T im e s  B o o k  R e v ie w ,  fr o n t  p a ge  r e vie w

"At k in s o n  p ie r ce s  t h e  P e n t a go n ’s  ve il o f s e cr e cy a n d  g ive s  u s  a  fir s t - r a t e  

b o o k  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  w a r  w a s  fo u gh t ...  An  im p o r t a n t  b o o k  a b o u t  t h e  

Am e r ica n  m ilit a r y’s  fo r ce d  m a r ch  fr o m  t h e  s h a m e  a n d  a s h e s  o f Vie t ­

n a m  t o  t h e  p r id e  a n d  p a r a d e s  o f D e s e r t  S t o r m ."

— C h ic a g o  T r ib u n e ,  fr o n t  p a ge  r e vie w

"N o  o n e  co u ld  h a ve  b e e n  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t o  w r it e  a  b o o k  o n  D e s e r t  

S t o r m , a n d  At k in s o n ’s  C r u s a d e  d o e s  fu ll ju s t ice  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n it y ."

— W a ll  S t r e e t  J o u r n a l

"B r illia n t ly  w r it t e n  a n d  r ich  in  im p o r t a n t  d e t a il a n d  in c is ive  c r it ic is m , 

At k in s o n ’s  C r u s a d e  is  a n  in d is p e n s a b le  w o r k  t h a t  n o t  o n ly s h o w s  u s  

h o w  a  w a r  w a s  w o n , b u t  h o w  t h e  U .S . m ilit a r y fin a lly  r e co ve r e d  fr o m  

t h e  d e b a c le  in  Vie t n a m ." —S a n  F r a n c i s c o  C h r o n ic le

"R ick  At k in s o n  ...  h a s  w r it t e n  a  s u p e r la t ive  a cco u n t  o f [ t h e  G u lf W a r ] . 

S in gu la r  fo r  it s  e xh a u s t ive , b a la n ce d , in -d e p t h  p o r t r a ya l o f t h e  m u lt i-



t u d in o u s  fa ce t s  o f t h e  co n flic t , C r u s a d e  r e ign s  s u p r e m e  a s  t h e  b e s t  

s in g le -vo lu m e  a cco u n t  t o  d a t e  .. .  Ce r t a in ly C r u s a d e  s e t s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  

a ga in s t  w h ich  a n y o t h e r  m ilit a r y h is t o r y w ill h a ve  t o  b e  m e a s u r e d ."

— A ir p o w e r  J o u r n a l

"W it h  C r u s a d e ,  [At k in s o n ]  h a s  m o ve d  in t o  t h e  fo r e fr o n t  o f Am e r ica ’s  

m ilit a r y h is t o r ia n s . C r u s a d e  is  v it a l, s w e e p in g , a n d  p o w e r fu l. [ I t  is ]  a  

fr a n k , p e n e t r a t in g  a n d  u lt im a t e ly co m p e llin g  a cco u n t  o f w h a t  r e a lly  

h a p p e n s  w h e n  t h e  o n ly s u p e r p o w e r  o n  E a r t h  s e n d s  t h e  b e s t - t r a in e d , 

b e s t -m o t iva t e d  a n d  b e s t - e q u ip p e d  w a r r io r s  in  t h e  w o r ld  o u t  in t o  t h e  

d e s e r t  — t o  d o  o u r  figh t in g  a n d  d yin g  fo r  u s ."

— T a m p a  T r ib u n e - T im e s

"R ick  At k in s o n ’s  C r u s a d e  is  a  s k illfu lly  c r a ft e d , o ft e n  lyr ica l p ie ce  o f 

w o r k  . .  .  [ I t ]  s e e k s  t o  b e  m a n y t h in gs . I t  s e e k s  t o  b e  n e w s . I t  s e e k s  t o  

b e  lit e r a t u r e . I t  s e e k s  t o  b e  h is t o r y. I t  s e e k s  t o  b e  d r a m a . I t  s e e k s  t o  

b e  a n a lys is . S u r p r is in g ly, it  s u cce e d s ."  — K a n s a s  C i t y  S t a r

"Co n s is t e n t ly  a b s o r b in g  . .  .  M ilit a r y h is t o r y o f a  ve r y h igh  o r d e r ."

— K ir k u s  R e v ie w s

"At k in s o n  is  a  co m p e llin g  w r it e r  w it h  a  s u r ge o n ’s  a t t e n t io n  t o  d e t a il 

a n d  a  h is t o r ia n ’s  in s is t e n ce  o n  fa c t s ."

— V ir g in ia n - P i lo t  a n d  L e d g e r - S t a r

"At k in s o n  . .  .  s u cce e d s  m a r ve lo u s ly in  r e co u n t in g  a  h o s t  o f u n t o ld  

s t o r ie s  in  C r u s a d e .  I t  is  a  n a r r a t ive  s t e e p e d  in  d e t a il, s t u d d e d  w it h  

m ilit a r y a cr o n ym s , ye t  a lt o ge t h e r  a b s o r b in g ."

— H a r t f o r d  C o u r a n t

"F ir s t  a n d  fo r e m o s t  R ick  At k in s o n  is  a  jo u r n a lis t  w it h  a  r e p o r t e r ’s  e ye  

fo r  d e t a il a n d  n u a n ce . Ad d  t o  t h a t  a  la r ge  d o s e  o f p a t ie n ce  a n d  a  w r it in g  

s t yle  a k in  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f t h e  t e ch n o - t h r ille r  a u t h o r s  a n d  yo u  ge t  a  b o o k  

o f im p r e s s ive  r e p o r t a ge  e n ga g in g ly t o ld ."  — D e n v e r  P o s t

"R ick  At k in s o n  . .  .  h a s  w r it t e n  t h e  b o o k  t h a t  w ill b e  t h e  G u n s  o f  

A u g u s t  fo r  t h e  U .S . o p e r a t io n s  in  S a u d i Ar a b ia , Ku w a it  a n d  I r a q . I t  

co m m a n d s  t h e  fie ld  a n d  lik e ly w ill co n t in u e  t o  d o  s o  fo r  s o m e  t im e ."

— M ili t a r y  R e v ie w
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Co p yr igh t  ©  19 9 3  b y R ick  At k in s o n  

All r igh t s  r e s e r ve d

F o r  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  p e r m is s io n  t o  r e p r o d u ce  s e le c t io n s  

fr o m  t h is  b o o k , w r it e  t o  P e r m is s io n s , H o u gh t o n  M ifflin  Co m p a n y,

2 15  P a r k  Ave n u e  S o u t h , N e w  Yo r k , N e w  Yo r k  10 0 0 3 .

L ib ra ry  o f C o n g ress  C a ta lo g in g -in -P u b lica tio n  D a ta  

At k in s o n , R ick .

Cr u s a d e  :  t h e  u n t o ld  s t o r y o f t h e  P e r s ia n  G u lf W a r  /  R ick  At k in s o n , 

p . cm .

I n c lu d e s  b ib lio g r a p h ica l r e fe r e n ce s  a n d  in d e x .

I S B N  0 -3 9 5 -6 0 2 9 0 -4  I S B N  0 -3 9 5 -710 8 3 -9  (P B K.)

1.  P e r s ia n  G u lf W a r , 19 9 1 — U n it e d  S t a t e s . 2.  U n it e d  S t a t e s  — H is t o r y, 

M ilit a r y — 2 0 t h  ce n t u r y I . T it le .

D S 79 .72 4 .U 6 A8 8 7 19 9 3  9 3 -14 3 8 8  

9 5 6 .70 4 4 '2 3 73  — d c2 0  CI P

P r in t e d  in  t h e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  o f Am e r ica

T h e  m a p s  o n  p a ge s  5 13 -5 2 2  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  b y B r a d  W ye .

B o o k  d e s ign  b y R o b e r t  O ve r h o lt ze r

M P   10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

T h e  lin e s  fr o m  "I  G o t  Yo u  ( I  F e e l G o o d ) " b y J a m e s  B r o w n ,

©  19 6 6  F o r t  Kn o x  M u s ic  I n c . a n d  T r io  M u s ic  Co ., I n c ., 

a r e  u s e d  b y p e r m is s io n . All r igh t s  r e s e r ve d .

P r in t e d  o n  r e cycle d  p a p e r
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