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PRAISE FOR

Rick Atkinson's Crusade

“If you are going to read only one book about the Persian Gulf War,

Crusade, because of its rich human detail and skillful writing, should

be it . . . Atkinson has taken the story of the war to the next level,
portraying the passion — anger, fear, pride, ambition, egotism, sor
row — that are equally inevitable in the horrible crucible of war

A marvelous book for the ordinary reader and the military buff

alike." —San Diego Union-Tribune, front page review

"Transfixes us with a crackling-fast, richly reported, absorbing, you-
are-there techno-thriller of a military history of this war . . . Crusade
is paced so as to hurl the reader from one scene to the next . . . you
will not be tempted to putitdown."

— Los Angeles Times Book Review, front page review

"Atkinson pierces the Pentagon’s veil of secrecy and gives us a first-rate
book about how the war was fought... An important book about the
American military’s forced march from the shame and ashes of Viet
nam to the pride and parades of Desert Storm ."

— Chicago Tribune, front page review

"No one could have been better prepared to write a book on Desert
Storm, and Atkinson’s Crusade does full justice to the opportunity.”

— Wall Street Journal

"Brilliantly written and rich in important detail and incisive criticism,
Atkinson’s Crusade is an indispensable work that not only shows us
how a war was won, but how the U.S. military finally recovered from

the debacle in Vietnam." —San Francisco Chronicle

"Rick Atkinson ... has written a superlative account of [the Gulf War].

Singular for its exhaustive, balanced, in-depth portrayal of the m ulti-



tudinous facets of the conflict, Crusade reigns supreme as the best
single-volume account to date ... Certainly Crusade sets the standard
against which any other military history will have to be measured."

— Airpower Journal

"With Crusade, [Atkinson] has moved into the forefront of America’s
military historians. Crusade is vital, sweeping, and powerful. [It is] a
frank, penetrating and ultimately compelling account of what really
happens when the only superpower on Earth sends the best-trained,
best-motivated and best-equipped warriors in the world out into the
desert —to do our fighting and dying for us."

—Tampa Tribune-Tim es

"Rick Atkinson’s Crusade is a skillfully crafted, often lyrical piece of
work . . . [It] seeks to be many things. It seeks to be news. It seeks to
be literature. It seeks to be history. It seeks to be drama. It seeks to

be analysis. Surprisingly, it succeeds." —Kansas City Star

"Consistently absorbing ... Military history of a very high order."

— Kirkus Review s

"Atkinson is a compelling writer with a surgeon’s attention to detail
and a historian’s insistence on facts."

— Virginian-Pilot and Ledger-Star

"Atkinson . . . succeeds marvelously in recounting a host of untold
stories in Crusade. It is a narrative steeped in detail, studded with
military acronyms, yet altogether absorbing."

— Hartford Courant

"First and foremost Rick Atkinson is a journalist with a reporter’s eye
for detail and nuance. Add to that a large dose of patience and a writing
style akin to the best of the techno-thriller authors and you get a book

of impressive reportage engagingly told." — Denver Post

"Rick Atkinson . . . has written the book that will be the Guns of
August for the U.S. operations in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iraq. It
commands the field and likely will continue to do so for some time."

— Military Review
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