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“Illuminating  …  consistently provocative  …  Mr. Said’s
assessments of individual novels evince enormous erudition
and a genuine passion for literature.”

—The New York Times

“Edward W. Said is a calm voice amid the din of the
culture wars  …  a stimulating guide across the intellectual
mine�elds of contemporary literary criticism.”

— Chicago Tribune

“A brilliant demonstration of a cultural criticism that
matters. Lucid, learned and, in the deepest sense, humane,
Culture and Imperialism is a major event in the discourse of
the West — and the rest.”

—Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

“Intuitive, passionate, and often impassioning  …  a
revealing journey into the Heart of Whiteness.”

— Los Angeles Times Book Review

“In Culture and Imperialism, Edward Said continues his
unique and extremely important critical work. At a time
when literary criticism has tended to become an esoteric
game, Edward Said emphasizes its relation to the vast



problems now facing the world as a whole, and argues with
great force for the essential changes of attitude required of
honest intellectuals.”

— Frank Kermode

“This is his magnum opus — a text that goes beyond his
classic work Orientalism and takes us in and through the
cultural and political whirlwinds of our present moment.”

— Cornel West
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An internationally renowned literary and cultural critic,
Edward W. Said was University Professor at Columbia
University and the author of more than twenty books,
including Orientalism, which was nominated for the
National Book Critics Circle Award. He died in 2003.
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For

Eqbal Ahmad



The conquest of the earth, which mostly means the taking
it away from those who have a di�erent complexion or
slightly �atter noses than ourselves, is not a pretty thing
when you look into it too much. What redeems it is the
idea only. An idea at the back of it; not a sentimental
pretence but an idea; and an unsel�sh belief in the idea—
something you can set up, and bow down before, and o�er
a sacri�ce to.…

JOSEPH CONRAD, Heart of Darkness
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