


JON KRAKAUER
 



Jon Krakauer is the author of Into the Wild and Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest Disaster. He
writes for many national magazines and newspapers, including Outside, where he is a contributing editor. A
winner of the American Alpine Club Literary Award, he was also named as a finalist for a National Magazine
Award. He and his wife live in Seattle, Washington.

 



 



JON KRAKAUER







For LINDA, with thoughts of Green Mountain Falls, the Wind Rivers, and Roanoke Street.

The oldest, most widespread stories in the world are adventure stories, about human heroes who venture into the
myth-countries at the risk of their lives, and bring back tales of the world beyond men . . . It could be argued . . .
that the narrative art itself arose from the need to tell an adventure; that man risking his life in perilous encounters
constitutes the original definition of what is worth talking about.

aul Zweig

HE ADVENTURER



Having an adventure shows that someone is incompetent, that something has gone wrong. An adventure is
interesting enough in retrospect, especially to the person who didn't have it; at the time it happens it usually
constitutes an exceedingly disagreeable experience.

ilhjalmur Stefansson
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