


Praise for Tim O’Brien and Going After Cacciato

“A luminescent piece of writing and, assuming we last that long, it
will still be read in a hundred years from now.”

—Miami Herald

“As a fictional portrait of this war, Going After Cacciato is hard to
fault, and will be hard to better.... The scenes are so carefully
mortised, and the whole so firmly fitted and tightened and polished,
that each efficient page carries the heft of importance this material
has for the author.”

—John Updike, The New Yorker

“The finest piece of American fiction to emerge from the Vietnam
War ... Going After Cacciato has the depth and resonance of classic
fiction of war”

—Sun (Baltimore)

“A splendid book ... In Going After Cacciato, O’Brien moves into the
first rank.”

—New Republic

“A strong and convincing novel that deserves its National Book
Award ... goes well beyond mere disillusionment about the war and
national policy. It is a book about the imagination itself.”

—New York Review of Books

“A superior accomplishment ... stands with any war novel written in
this century by an American.”

—America



“O’Brien’s skill and vision make anything possible.... The author
was a foot soldier in Vietnam, and knows his material. He needs to
succeed, and does. Brilliantly.”

—San Francisco Chronicle

“Excellent!... The reader is carried along by a flawless narrative.”
—Associated Press

“Harrowing ... No novel I have read in the past year has surpassed
Going After Cacciato in artistry and imaginative power.”

—Chicago Sun-Times



Going After

Cacciato |

Tim O’Brien



-
]

BROADWAY

A hardcover edition of this book was originally published in 1978 by Delacorte Press. It is

here reprinted by arrangement with Delacorte.

GOING AFTER CACCIATO. Copyright © 1978 by Tim O’Brien. All rights reserved. No part
of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval
system, without written permission from the publisher. For information, address Broadway
Books, a division of Random House, Inc., 1540 Broadway, New York, NY 10036.

BROADWAY BOOKS and its logo, a letter B bisected on the diagonal, are trademarks of

Broadway Books, a division of Random House, Inc.
First Broadway Books trade paperback edition published 1999.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
O’Brien, Tim, 1946—-

Going after Cacciato / Tim O’Brien.

p. cm.

eISBN: 978-0-307-48550-2

1. Vietnamese Conflict, 1961-1975 Fiction.

2. War stories. . Title.

PS3565.B75G6 1999

813".54—dc21 99-29275

v3.1.rl

GOING
AFTER
CACCIATO

TIM O'ARIEN



For Erik Hansen



Contents

Cover
Epigraph

One - Going After Cacciato

Two - The Observation Post

Three - The Road to Paris

Four - How They Were Organized

Five - The Observation Post

Six - Detours on the Road to Paris

Seven - Riding the Road to Paris

Eight - The Observation Post

Nine - How Bernie Lynn Died After Frenchie Tucker
Ten - A Hole in the Road to Paris

Eleven - Fire in the Hole

Twelve - The Observation Post

Thirteen - Falling Through a Hole in the Road to Paris
Fourteen - Upon Almost Winning the Silver Star
Fifteen - Tunneling Toward Paris

Sixteen - Pickup Games

Seventeen - Light at the End of the Tunnel to Paris
Eighteen - Prayers on the Road to Paris

Nineteen - The Observation Post

Twenty - Landing Zone Bravo

Twenty-one - The Railroad to Paris

Twenty-two - Who They Were, or Claimed to Be
Twenty-three - Asylum on the Road to Paris


clbr://internal.invalid/book/titlepage.xhtml

Twenty-four - Calling Home

Twenty-five - The Way It Mostly Was
Twenty-six - Repose on the Road to Paris
Twenty-seven - Flights of Imagination
Twenty-eight - The Observation Post
Twenty-nine - Atrocities on the Road to Paris
Thirty - The Observation Post

Thirty-one - Night March

Thirty-two - The Observation Post
Thirty-three - Outlawed on the Road to Paris
Thirty-four - Lake Country

Thirty-five - World’s Greatest Lake Country
Thirty-six - Flights of Imagination
Thirty-seven - How the Land Was
Thirty-eight - On the Lam to Paris
Thirty-nine - The Things They Didn’t Know
Forty - By a Stretch of the Imagination
Forty-one - Getting Shot

Forty-two - The Observation Post
Forty-three - The Peace of Paris

Forty-four - The End of the Road to Paris
Forty-five - The Observation Post

Forty-six - Going After Cacciato

Other Books by This Author



Soldiers are dreamers
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