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BLACK	DOG

1
Jude	had	a	private	collection.

2
The	suit	came	early	Saturday	morning.	Jude	was	up	and…

3
He	put	the	box	on	the	shelf	in	the	back…

4
He	was	passing	back	through	the	kitchen,	a	little	before…

5
Forty	minutes	later	Jude	drifted	into	the	bathroom	to	soak…

6
One	of	the	dogs	was	in	the	house.

7
He	didn’t	expect	to	sleep	but	dozed	off	at	first…

8
Jude	glared	at	the	black	phone,	still	gripped	in	his…

9



His	mind	leaped	from	one	bad	thing	to	another,	Anna…

10
His	shoulders	twitched	in	reflexive	surprise.	He	turned	and	looked.…

11
He	backed	away	from	the	door.	The	room	was	filled…

12
Jude	wasn’t	sure	what	to	do	next,	so	he	made…

13
The	air	was	a	cold	shock	that	made	his	eyes…

14
He	set	out	for	the	barn	and	the	dogs.

15
Georgia	led	him	into	the	music	library	on	the	first…

16
An	hour	later	it	was	dusk.	Jude	sat	in	the…

17
Georgia	was	gone.	That	was	the	first	thing	he	knew.…

18
It	was	the	evening	news.	Bill	Beutel,	who	had	started…

19
Three	steps	through	the	door,	he	pulled	up,	hesitated	for…

20
Jude	wasn’t	ready	until	the	sky	in	the	east	was…

RIDE	ON



21
The	daylight	began	to	fail	when	they	were	just	north…

22
Lake	Pontchartrain,	huh?	I	didn’t	grow	up	too	far	from…

23
He	woke	a	little	after	nine	with	a	melody	in…

24
Jude	took	Bon	for	her	overdue	walk	while	Georgia	busied…

25
The	Denny’s	was	loud	and	overcrowded,	thick	with	the	smell…

26
Heaping	their	bags	into	the	back	of	the	Mustang,	Jude…

27
Jude	took	the	wheel	just	before	they	crossed	into	Georgia.…

28
When	they	had	been	introduced,	formally,	Jude	found	out	her…

29
She	led	him	into	her	bedroom,	where	she	removed	the…

30
Georgia	said	she	would	do	the	talking,	and	she	put…

31
In	the	late-afternoon	cool	of	the	room,	Jude	and	Georgia…

32
After	dinner	Jude	said	he	had	some	phone	calls	to…

33



Jude	pivoted	toward	Georgia	and	Bammy.	Georgia	stood	across	the…

34
He	drove.	His	palms	were	hot	and	slick	on	the…

HURT

35
Jessica	McDermott	Price’s	house	was	in	a	new	development,	an…

36
He	started	awake,	heart	beating	too	fast,	to	the	sound…

37
One	of	Jessica	McDermott	Price’s	eyelids	twitched	irregularly,	a	drop…

38
The	man	on	the	radio	said,	“What’s	Florida’s	number	one…

39
The	first-aid	kit	that	had	accompanied	them	from	New	York…

40
He	tried	to	keep	an	eye	on	the	road	behind…

41
What	are	you	doin’?”	His	voice	an	unfamiliar	croak.	Marybeth…

42
When	Jude	stepped	away	from	Marybeth,	Arlene	turned	him	around…

43
He	wasn’t	sure	what	woke	him,	but	later	on	Jude…

44
Here	we	are,	you	and	me.	All	out	of	road,…



45
The	papers	that	had	been	swirling	above	the	kitchen	table…

46
The	sensation	of	falling—a	weightless-sick	feeling	in	the	pit	of…

47
Jude	blinked	into	the	clear,	painful	white	light	of	an…

ALIVE

48
Jude	was	in	and	out	for	twenty-four	hours.

49
Then	he	was	in	the	halls,	a	six-foot-tall,	240-pound	man,…

50
He	wasn’t	asleep,	but	thinking	he	ought	to	be,	when…

51
Before	Nan	left	his	room,	she	hesitated	in	the	doorway…

52
They	were	back	in	New	York	two	weeks	later	for…

53
In	the	spring	Jude	recorded	an	album,	stripped	down,	mostly…

54
Marybeth	found	a	derelict	Dodge	Charger	in	a	local	auto…

55
One	afternoon,	close	to	the	end	of	August,	Jude	wandered…

56



On	the	second	weekend	of	November,	the	Dodge	Charger	pulled…

57
One	fall	they	went	to	Fiji.	The	fall	after,	they…
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