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For Jim and Conrad.
I won the lottery.
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THE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
GAZETTE

9th November, 2015

Elaine Winterdale, 37, a property manager, has been handed a
suspended prison sentence for failing to maintain a faulty gas boiler that
caused the death of two tenants from carbon-monoxide poisoning.

Reveka Albu, 29, was found dead with her son Benke, 2, by her husband
Mr Toma Albu, 32, at a property they rented in Reading, on 23rd December
2014.

Following an investigation by the Health and Safety Executive, Ms
Winterdale was today sentenced at Reading Crown Court for breaches of gas
safety laws after she failed to arrange gas safety checks to be carried out at
the property over a three-year period, despite assuring her employer, the
owner of the property, that she had done so.

In June 2011, an employee of National Grid Gas visited the property to
replace the gas meter. The boiler was labelled as ‘immediately dangerous’
due to ‘fumes at open flue’ and was disconnected. A report was left with Mrs
Albu and subsequently a letter was sent to Ms Winterdale, which she failed to
respond to or pass to the owner of the property.

The boiler was not repaired. For two and a half years the only heating in
the home was from one borrowed electric fire.

On 22nd October 2014, Mr Toma Albu was away from home overnight
and returned to find the flat warm; his wife informed him that after repeated
petitions Ms Winterdale had finally arranged for the boiler to be reconnected.

On the evening of 23rd December 2014, Mr Albu returned home after a
double shift to find his wife and son dead. Tests showed Mrs Albu’s blood
contained 61 per cent carbon monoxide. A level of 50 per cent is enough to
be fatal.

Ms Winterdale pleaded guilty to seven breaches of the Gas Safety
Regulations and was given a 16-month prison sentence, suspended for two
years. She was also given 200 hours community service, was fined £4,000
and was ordered to pay costs of £17,500.
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