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About the Author

David Eddings was born in Spokane, Washington, in 1931, and was raised
in the Puget Sound area north of Seattle. He received a Bachelor of Arts
degree from the University of Washington in 1961. He served in the United
Sates Army, worked as a buyer for the Boeing Company, was a grocery
clerk and taught college English. He lived in many parts of the United
States, most recently in the northwest, with his wife Leigh. His first novel,
High Hunt, was a contemporary adventure story. The field of fantasy was
always of interest to him, however, and he turned to The Belgariad and later
The Malloreon in an effort to develop certain technical and philosophical
ideas concerning that genre. He died in 2009.
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For Den, for reasons he will understand—
—and for our dear Janie,
just for being the way she is.

At this time I would like to express my indebtedness to my wife, Leigh
Eddings, for her support, her contributions, and her wholehearted
collaboration in this ongoing story. Without her help, none of this would
have been possible.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my editor, Lester del
Rey, for his patience and forbearance, as well as for contributions too
numerous to mention.
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