


Praise for The Light We Lost

“As The Light We Lost enchanted and compelled me, I found myself
reconsidering my own choices, and wondering at the choices of my friends
and the people around me—how did their dreams match their realities? And
what if that dream can’t include the person you love the most?”

—DELIA EPHRON, AUTHOR OF Siracusa

“A beautiful, moving meditation on the choices we make in pursuit of love
and a meaningful life.”

—BETHANY CHASE, AUTHOR OF The One That Got Away

“We couldn’t stop turning the pages. . . . Santopolo took us on a journey of
missed chances, regret, and uncertainty that left us pondering our own
choices. The love story of Lucy and Gabe is one that will stay with you long
after you finish.”

—LIZ FENTON AND LISA STEINKE, AUTHORS OF The Status of All Things

“The arc of this book gracefully and tragically charts the course not only of a
genuine and deep love, but also of our country and of our collective
identities. It is memorable and haunting, because it is authentic and so close
to home.”

—NICK SCHIFRIN, PBS NewsHour SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT, NPR CORRESPONDENT

“A heartfelt story about both the bliss and torment of love . . . Santopolo has
an amazingly sharp eye, zooming in on emotions and the small ways in
which they change while also pulling back for a wide-angle view of Lucy and
Gabe’s relationship during the course of a tumultuous decade. I am not a
weeper but dammit if I wasn’t crying at the end.”

—JANE O’CONNOR, AUTHOR OF Almost True Confessions
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prologue

We’ve known each other for almost half our lives.
I’ve seen you smiling, confident, blissfully happy.
I’ve seen you broken, wounded, lost.
But I’ve never seen you like this.
You taught me to look for beauty. In darkness, in destruction, you always

found light.
I don’t know what beauty I’ll find here, what light. But I’ll try. I’ll do it

for you. Because I know you would do it for me.
There was so much beauty in our life together.
Maybe that’s where I should start.
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