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Foreword

Thanks time again. Always first and foremost to Anne, for reasons which
you could write all the books in the world about and still not do it the
slightest bit of justice.

Then to Kenny McMillan and Paul Reekie for providing me not just with
stacks of ideas for this book, but also much of the information I needed to
complete it, as well as numerous other East Terracing (now sadly, the East
Stand) boys for their specialist info. To Kevin Williamson, Barry Graham
and Sandy McNair for casting their beady eyes over the manuscript and
providing useful feedback. It goes without saying that the above can’t be
held responsible for the many defects, only that such crap bits would have
been more numerous without their intervention.

To the City of Munich local authority, without whose generous hospitality
this book would not have been so quickly completed.

To all at the publishers, especially Robin Robertson and Nicky Eaton, and
Lesley Bryce, the best editor in Western Europe. To Jeff Barratt at
Heavenly.

To various pals in Edinburgh, Glasgow, London, Manchester, Amsterdam
and other places whom I can always rely upon to drag me into clubs or pubs
or onto the terraces for mischief whenever an outbreak of sanity threatens.
You know who you are; nice one to each and every one of you.

Nods, winks, hugs and best wishes to all the punters and posses I’ve met up
with over the last year at Pure, Yip Yap, Slam, Sativa, Back to Basics, The
Ministry, Sabresonic, Desert Storm, The Mazzo, The Roxy, Sunday Social
and Rez. Well done to all the DJs for keeping it going.

A very big thanks to my family for not being the one in this book.



Massive respect to all.

Irvine Welsh, 
Amsterdam, October 1994



Scepticism was formed in Edinburgh two
hundred years ago by David Hume and
Adam Smith. They said: ‘Let’s take
religion to the black man, but we won’t
really believe it.’ It’s the cutting edge of
trade.

— P.R.

We should condemn more and understand less.

— Major.
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