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“Frank, enraging, and captivating.”’—The New Yorker
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A N OTE ON SPELLING

Since there is no standard method of transliteration from Arabic to English,
have followed my own whim, which is to select, wherever possible, the simples
spelling of a word or name that conveys an approximation of its sound in Arabic
The exceptions are names of authors who publish in English translation, i1
which case I have followed their spelling preference, and for the name of th
prophet Muhammad, which I have rendered in the spelling preferred by mos
Islamic sources.
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