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For my mum and dad, who have always let me find my own path.
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ive people proved to be far too many to fit inside a wardrobe.
‘Remind me again why we had to bookwander from in here?’

Tilly asked, face squished uncomfortably close to her grandad’s
shoulder.

‘As I rather think you know,’ he replied, ‘we don’t technically have to
bookwander from inside a wardrobe – but it adds effect, don’t you think?’
But he sounded decidedly less sure than when he’d first suggested the idea
half an hour ago.

‘I mean, if the effect you’re going for is a much closer relationship with
each other and our personal hygiene choices, then, yes, it does add effect,’
Oskar said, voice muffled by Grandma’s scarf, which was simultaneously
tickling his nose and getting fluff in his mouth every time he spoke.

‘I bet the Pevensies didn’t have to deal with this,’ Tilly said.
‘Yes, but they were emptying straight out the other side of their

wardrobe,’ Grandma said. ‘Which does rather give them an advantage.’
‘Yes, yes, okay,’ Grandad admitted. ‘It has become abundantly clear that

my attempts at a little poetry and whimsy weren’t entirely thought through.’
He shuffled his way back towards the door and shoved it open. Tilly, her
best friend Oskar, her two grandparents and her mother all fell gasping into
the cinnamon-scented air of the bookshop.
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