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THE
DWIGHT HARRINGTON TERRY
FOUNDATION

K3

LECTURES ON RELIGION IN THE LIGHT
OF SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY

®

HIS volume is based upon the twenty-sixth series of

lectures delivered at Yale University on the Founda-
tion established by the late Dwight H. Terry of Bridge-
port, Connecticut, through his gift of $100,000 as an en-
dowment fund for the delivery and subsequent publication
of “Lectures on Religion in the Light of Science and Phi-
losophy.”

The deed of gift declares that “‘the object of this Founda-
tion is not the promotion of scientific investigation and dis-
covery, but rather the assimilation and interpretation of
that which has been or shall be hereafter discovered, and its
application to human welfare, especially by the building
of the truths of science and philosophy into the structure
of a broadened and purified religion. The founder believes
that such a religion will greatly stimulate intelligent effort
for the improvement of human conditions and the advance-
ment of the race in strength and excellence in character. To
this end it is desired that lectures or a series of lectures
be given by men eminent in their respective departments, on
ethics, the history of civilization and religion, biblical re-
search, all sciences and branches of knowledge which have
an important bearing on the subject, 21l the great laws of
nature, especially of evolution . . . also such interpreta-
tions of literature and sociology as are in accord with the
spirit of this Foundation, to the end that Christian spirit
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may be nurtured in the fullest light of the world’s knowl-
edge and that mankind may be helped to attain its highest
possible welfare and happiness upon this earth . . .

“The lectures shall be subject to no philosophical or re-
ligious test and no one who is an earnest seeker after truth
shall be excluded because his views seem radical or de-
structive of existing beliefs. The founder realizes that the
liberalism of one generation is often conservatism in the
next, and that many an apostle of true liberty has suffered
martyrdom at the hands of the orthodox. He therefore lays
special empliasis on complete freedom of utteranee, and
would welcome expressions of conviction from sincere think-
ers of differing standpoints even when these may run
counter to the generally accepted views of the day. The
founder stipulates only that the managers of the fund shall
be satisfied that the lecturers are well qualified for their
work and are in harmony with the cardinal principles of
the IFoundation, which are loyalty to the truth, lead where
it will, and devotion to human welfare.”



