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For Sheila



Do not give dogs what is sacred;

do not throw your pearls to pigs.

If you do, they may trample them underfoot,
and then turn and tear you to pieces.

—MATTHEW 7:6
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A piece of advice: If you ever follow someone in...
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“Last year,” Trevor Stone said, “my wife was driving back...
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“Fifty,” Angie said as we rode the subway from Wonderland...
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Angie looked up from the reports and rubbed her eyes.
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“Fin de siecle,” Ginny Regan said.
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“Hello!”
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The front door of Grief Release, Inc., was black birch...
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“So they know who you are,” Angie said as we...
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Richie Colgan claims his ancestors are from Nigeria, but I’'m ...
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Four years ago, after a particularly lucrative case involving insurance...
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“Desiree Stone,” Angie repeated. “Come on, John. We know she...
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“So my daughter’s in Tampa,” Trevor Stone said.

13
“Who’d you say you’re working for?” Captain Groning said.
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The offices of Hamlyn and Kohl Worldwide Investigations occupied the...

PART TWO
SOUTH OF THE BORDER

15
I’d never been on a private jet before, so I...
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Harbor Island looked to be man-made and relatively new. It...
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No one we talked to at the Courtyard Marriott recognized...
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To get to Bradenton, we drove 275 south through St. Petersburg...

19
“Jesus, Angie,” Jay said, “last time I saw you, you...

20
For the next few minutes, none of us spoke. We...
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The Grief Release retreat for Level Fives was held in...
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“My father,” Desiree told Jay two days later, once they’d...
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“So, I tracked down Price at a motel just up...
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The road curved as we broke from a no-man’s-land of...

25
“He going to be okay?” Inspector Jefferson asked the EMT...
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The skyway bridged two counties. Manatee County, on the southern...
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My lawyer, Cheswick Hartman, had caught a flight from Boston...
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At nine that night, we were released.
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We walked over to Central Avenue and headed north toward...
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“Nice gun,” I said. “Did you pick it because it...

31

“Hi.”

PART THREE

FAIL-SAFE
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About a year after I finished my apprenticeship with Jay...
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“Get up. Come on. Get up.” I threw back the...
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It was all there to see in black-and-white for anyone...
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“What’s she gain by coming back here?” Angie said, adjusting...
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His office had everything the prosperous man needs, save a...
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We hailed a cab on State Street and rode against...
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The silence followed me as I drove back to Whittier...
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My first thought, as I swam back to consciousness, was...
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Trevor Stone carried himself with as much composure as I've...

41
I stood by the shower in the downstairs guest bathroom...
42
We climbed the grand staircase slowly, Trevor leaning on the...

Epilogue
We didn’t hear what had happened until we got back...
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