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was sorry not to be able to include it all.
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nowhere; and thanks to Doug Ricketts, who left his furniture workshop and
changed that flat. Thanks to Oscar and Sandy Drake, who owned and ran the
Waca grain elevator for thirty-six years and who keep the famous crow’s
barbwire nest from 1930s dust bowl days in their garage. Oscar’s anvil
collection, from tiny dentists’ anvils to enormous cone anvils, is the work



history of the panhandle crammed into one room. Thanks, too, to Mike Ladd,
Sandy Drake’s son, wheat farmer and Peace Corps volunteer, for his
comments on contemporary panhandle agriculture.

Naturalist Bob Rogers, of both the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
and Cloud Shadow Pigeons, was an enthusiastic guide through prairie dog
towns and burrowing owl sites, and I thank him for his commentary on the
woolybucket tree, his one-man front yard forest and miniature nature
preserve, and his devoted work in the Canadian area of the panhandle in
encouraging the conservation of the prairie landscape and its natural history.

Laura van Campenhout of De Geus, my publisher in the Netherlands,
helped with Dutch windmill phrases. Phyllis Randolph, the director of the
Cimarron Heritage Center Museum in Boise City, Oklahoma, showed me that
museum’s fascinating collection and Santa Fe Trail exhibit. Thanks to
organic farmer and ranch restorer Clarence Yanke and his artist wife,
Marilyn, of Yanke Farms in Sunray, fighting the good fight. Robin Mitchell
of Canadian’s Mitchell Ranch and her grandfather, Gober Mitchell,
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extraordinary day at the 6666 Ranch in Guthrie, Texas, and another good
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the 6666, for a look at the inner workings of a great breeding ranch. Phil Sell
of Perryton Equity gave me a bottom-to-top tour of his Farnsworth grain
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pleasant hours at the forge of Lee Reeves—knife-maker, farrier, blacksmith
extraordinaire—in Shattuck, Oklahoma. There was a happy afternoon with
fiddle player Frankie McWhorter for a bit of prairie music and talk.

Special thanks to Darryl Birkenfeld of Stratford and Cactus, Texas, for a
view of the invisible world of Mexican labor in the panhandle and for his
broad knowledge of and comments on the rural high plains economy and
moral geography. Watercolorist Phyllis Ballew of Shattuck, Oklahoma, one
of the movers and shakers in establishing the wonderful windmill museum in
that town, was most helpful, as was banker Clinton Davis, also of Shattuck,



with his remarks on contemporary panhandle development and decline, and
his knowledge of the turn-of-the-century local business of raising broomcorn.

District Manager C. E. Williams of Panhandle Ground Water
Conservation District No. 3 made useful comments on the agricultural use of
the Ogallala aquifer. Thanks to Don and Jo anne Malone for a detailed tour
and explanation of oil and gas pumping stations and their maintenance.
Thanks to Louis A. Rodriques of Canadian, Texas, parrot fancier and heavy
metal enthusiast, as well as rig manager for the Unit Drilling Company, for
his tour and explanation of a big, clean rig. Special thanks to Mike McKinney
of Merex Oil Company, for a lucid and clear explanation of the technique of
floodwater recovery of oil. Gene Purcell of Higgins, Texas, haymaker, wearer
of the greasy black hat, makes the best lunches for miles around and there is
always stimulating conversation at his funky café, the inspirational spark for
the Old Dog. Thanks also to rancher Donnie Johnson, retiree Wesley Heesch
and feed salesman Bruce Eakins for their lively opinions of the way things
are going in the agricultural panhandle. Artist Ruth Erikson of Canadian was
good company at an Oklahoma cockfight.

Mark W. Lang of the Cabot carbon black plant in Pampa, Texas,
provided an explanation and tour of a very complicated business which I
could not fit into this story except in fleeting references. Retired Park Service
Ranger Ed Day gave a fine exhibition of flint knapping (deleted in the final
version) and a detailed tour of Alibates flint quarries near Lake Meredith. Asa
and Fannie Jones and Phyllis Anderson, keepers and curators of the Kenton
Museum in Kenton, Oklahoma, provided hospitality and information on
dozens of curious artifacts. And, also in Kenton, thanks to Ina Labrier and her
daughter Jane Apple, two women who do the work of ten, and to Bob Apple
for a visit to the ruins of the old 101 ranch buildings. Photographer Stuart
Klipper introduced me to Brown Paper Pete. Last but not least, thanks to
Mickey and Penny Province of Lipscomb for their help and kindness, and to
Trey Webb of Flap-Air Helicopter Service, who, in the air, helps gather
livestock, inspect pipeline, control predators, manage game and photograph
the panhandle.

That about does it.
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