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Sylvia Plath was born in 1932 in Massachusetts. She began publishing
poems and stories as a teenager and by the time she entered Smith
College had won several poetry prizes. She was a Fulbright Scholar in
Cambridge, England, and married British poet Ted Hughes in London
in 1956. The young couple moved to the States, where Plath became
an instructor at Smith College. Later, they moved back to England,
where Plath continued writing poetry and wrote her novel, The Bell
Jar, which was first published under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas in
England in 1963. On February 11, 1963, Plath committed suicide. Her
Collected Poems, published posthumously in 1981, won the Pulitzer
Prize.
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The Manor Garden

The fountains are dry and the roses over.
Incense of death. Your day approaches.
The pears fatten like little buddhas.

A blue mist is dragging the lake.

You move through the era of fishes,
The smug centuries of the pig—
Head, toe and finger

Come clear of the shadow. History

Nourishes these broken flutings,

These crowns of acanthus,

And the crow settles her garments.

You inherit white heather, a bee’s wing,

Two suicides, the family wolves,
Hours of blankness. Some hard stars
Already yellow the heavens.

The spider on its own string

Crosses the lake. The worms
Quit their usual habitations.
The small birds converge, converge



With their gifts to a difficult borning.
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