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Authors' Note

This story is not meant to judge Zambia's past conservation practices so much
as to project hope for the future. The events described in this book occurred
under the previous one-party Marxist government in Zambia. In 1991 the
Zambian people elected a truly democratic government, which has taken
positive steps to address the conservation problems of the country. It is only
because of this change in government that we have the freedom to tell our
story. Scientists and conservationists have the responsibility and the right to
report their findings. By telling the truth, no matter how controversial, they
incur a measure of personal and professional risk; by not telling it, we all risk
much, much more.

The names of the innocent in this book have been changed to protect them
from the guilty; the names of the guilty have been changed to protect us. The
rest of this story is true.
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