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nle Gardens of Light tells the life story of
Mani, painter, doctor, and prophet born in
Mesopotamia — modern-day Irag — in
the early third century of the Christian era.
He advocated “The Gospel of Light” — a
religious system which was a mixture of
Gnostic Christian beliefs, ancient Persian
Loroastrianism, Buddhism and some pagan
elements. This came to be known as
Manichaeism and attracted vast numbers
of disciples.

The mystic exercised a powerful attraction
over his disciples — rulers and scholars,
itinerant merchants, shippers, baptists
and sages who inhabited the shores of
the Tigris — and was hated by the Magi,
the high priests of Zoroastrianism who
eventually had him imprisoned, tortured
and killed in 276 AD.

Amin Maalouf brings life and color to the
character and times of Mani. In the pages
of The Gardens of Light, Mani's cry for
tolerance can be heard echoing across the
centuries of our times.
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Praise for
AMIN MAALOUF
Winner of the 1993 Prix Goncourt

and
The Gardens of Light

“One of the best European writers to have emerged in the last
decade.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Maalouf skillfully weaves the threads of contemporary history
into his fictional narratives... In each of his books, he takes a
historical figure about whom few facts are known, puts him in the
context of his time and place and adds a myriad of invented but
historically plausible details. The finished portraits have the
intricate richness of oriental tapestries.”

—International Herald Tribune

“Maalouf is as eloquent as ever... [He] weaves tapestries of intrigue
that illuminate a broader historical moment... Maalouf, in his
engaging prose, goes a considerable way towards restoring Mani

tous.”
—The Times (London)

“A compelling tale... the poignant story of a man born before his
time... the character of Mani is carefully and warmly drawn.”
— Times Literary Supplement (London)

“Maalouf has a rare gift of bringing the past to life... [He] re-creates
the life of this fascinating and little known mystic from his
relatively humble birth on the banks of the river Tigris, through

his rise to fame and his tragic fate.”
—The Good Book Guide (London)



Praise for Amin Maalouf’s

Samarkand

Winner of the Prix des Maisons de la Presse

“A rich historical romance... that exudes a distinct Arabian Nights
flavor... Mysteries and their solutions are deployed with masterly
authority in this accomplished novel.”

— Kirkus Reviews

“Remarkable... Maalouf has written an extraordi;mry book.”
— The Independent (London)

“Maalouf is a strong storyteller... Throughout the novel, the reader
is treated to lovely set pieces that evoke medieval and early modern
Central Asia.” :
' — New York Times Book Review

“Prop up an extra pillow against your head. Pop open a drink.
You are in for a sumptuous read... Amin Maalouf is an artful writer
who can bring the story into your bedroom like IMAX with
Surround Sound, but who never allows the momentum to bog
down the details. You'll find yourself wide open to the poetry and
history along with the white-knuckle adventure.”

—Small Press Magazine

“This is a splendid novel... structured as a thriller... brings together

love, intrigue, tyranny, creativity, and the timeless power of the
word...”

—Choice
“Maalouf has blended the lives of all the different characters —

some living more than 800 years apart — into an engrossing work
of fiction... [A] fine historical novel.”

—San Francisco Chronicle

“... lucid and compelling...”
— World Literature Today
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