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Praise

‘I have spoken with countless numbers of defectors over the years. When I
first met Hyeonseo Lee, the unflinching manner in which she told her story,
although full of sadness and hurt, was inspirational. That is the story now
written in this book.

As a young girl living on the North Korea–China border, she had grown
up aware of two different worlds – the monochrome of her homeland and
the bright, vibrant colours of another world just across the river. Her act of
escape marked a new chapter in her life. But once she crossed the border,
she learned that the warm glow of China’s alluring lights was not meant for
her.

She experienced hunger, coldness, fear, terror, threats and pursuit. All
this she had to endure simply for being a North Korean refugee. Every time
she navigated treacherous terrain and overcame seemingly insurmountable
obstacles, she had to change her name to protect her new identity. She
became the Girl with Seven Names.

But one thing that she held on to was her humanity, ever stronger as she
continuously sublimated her hardships into hope. This is a sad and beautiful
story of a girl who could not even keep her name, yet overcame all with the
identity of what it is to be human.’

Jang Jin-sung, founder of New Focus International and author of Dear
Leader: Poet, Spy, Escapee – A Look Inside North Korea

‘This is a powerful story of an escapee from North Korea. In the hallowed
meeting rooms of the United Nations in New York, ambassadors from
North Korea recently sought to shout down stories like this. But these
voices will not be silenced. Eventually freedom will be restored. History
will vindicate Hyeonseo Lee and those like her for the risks they ran so that



their bodies and their minds could be free. And so that we could know the
truth.’

The Honourable Michael Kirby, Chair of the UN Commission of Inquiry
on Human Rights Abuses in North Korea, 2013–14
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