


“WE ALL WANT TO CHECK INTO THE HOTEL NEW
HAMPSHIRE, where we can be fully known, yet fully loved, and where
a powerful imagination holds us fast.”

—The New Republic

 

“SPELLBINDING ... INTENSELY HUMAN ... a high-wire act of
dazzling virtuosity, that puts the author of The World According to Garp
into a literary class of his own.”

—Cosmopolitan

 

“SOME OF THE MOST UNFORGETTABLE CHARACTERS IN
RECENT FICTION ... lively good fun.”
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“A NOVEL OF OUTRAGEOUS EXUBERANCE AND LOVE ... Irving
brings hilarity and heartbreak together like a pair of crashing cymbals
to bring us to attention.”

—American Way Magazine
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For my wife Shyla,

whose love provided

the light

and the space

for five novels



The novelist is indebted to the following works and wishes to express his
gratitude to the authors: Fin-de-Siècle Vienna, by Carl E. Schorske; A
Nervous Splendor, by Frederic Morton; Vienna Inside-Out, by J. Sydney
Jones; Vienna, by David Pryce-Jones and the Editors of Time-Life Books;
Lucia di Lammermoor, by Gaetano Donizetti, the Dover Opera Guide and
Libretto Series (introduced and translated by Ellen H. Bleiler); and The
Interpretation of Dreams, by Sigmund Freud.

With special thanks to Donald Justice. And with special thanks—and special
affection—to Lesley Claire and the Sonoma County Rape Crisis Center of
Santa Rosa, California.

On July 18, 1980, the Stanhope Hotel on Eighty-first and Fifth Avenue
changed management and ownership and became the American Stanhope—a
fine hotel currently not beset by the problems of the Stanhope described in
this fiction.
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