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Preface

I never wanted to write a book.

Every book I have ever read on

the subject of thrift or money

management was as dry as . .

.

well . . . vacuiim cleaner bag dust.

As each author wrote about his or

her areas of expertise, large areas

were left unaddressed. And be-

cause learning is an ongoing pro-

cess, any book woiild have to be

too final and incomplete.

Within the format of a newslet-

ter I have found that I could make

my subject matter interesting and

fun by balancing types of infor-

mation and diversifying the man-

ner by which I demonstrated

ideas. I solicit reader participa-

tion, which provides an enor-

mous pool of expertise to draw

upon. So even if my knowledge

isn't well rounded, the newsletter

can be, and because I constantly

learn from my readers the news-

letter is a growth process for me
as well.

Before accepting this offer from

Villard I t\irned down publishers

for more than a year. My primary

reason for beginning a newsletter

was my belief that a home busi-

ness would give me more time

with my children. My husband

and I have six, nine years old and

under. I simply did not have the

time or ambition to generate new

material for a book. Doing so

wovild shortchange my family and

undermine my newsletter. How-

ever, what I had written to that

point was very incomplete.

A Tightwad Gazette book be-

came a possibility when Villard

proposed that a compilation of ar-

ticles could work. This book is a

collection of the majority of the

material covered in the first two

years of my newsletter.

Organizing it presented prob-

lems. From the onset we saw that

no one method would encompass

all the material. Articles did not

fit into neat obvious chapters.

Some articles could fit into sev-

eral categories, while others fit

into none. Lumping similar mate-

rial together would make the en-

tire book dry as . . . well . . . you

know. On the other hand, I knew

that people who had bought all

the back issues of the newsletter

often read through the entire

stack in a single sitting.

With this understanding we de-

cided to assemble the book with

the loosest possible structure. Be-

cause The Tightwad Gazette is

written month to month, we or-
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gajiized material based on times

of the year, even though only

about 40% of the material is sea-

sonal. You can therefore assume

that 60% of the material included

\inder each season may be rele-

vant to any time of year.

This Tightwad Gazette compila-

tion is not, and was never in-

tended to be, a complete handbook

on thrift. After two years of writ-

ing the newsletter I have barely

scratched the surface, and I have

more ideas for things to write

about today than when I began.

As it is only a beginning for me,

likewise it is a beginning for you

to rethink your lifestyle.

I have written from the view-

point of "Give a man a fish and

he'll eat for a day. Teach him to

fish and he'll eat for life." This

book does not contain all the an-

swers. Hopefully, it does contain

the necessary tools for you to dis-

cover answers for yourself.
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