


In 1963, Birmingham, Alabama, was perhaps the

most racially segregated city in the United States.

The campaign launched by Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr., and the civil-rights movement on the

segregated streets of Birmingham demonstrated to

the world the power of nonviolent direct action. In

this remarkable book, Dr. King recounts the story
of Birmingham in vivid detail, tracing the history

of the struggle for civil rights back to its begin-

nings more than three centuries ago and looking to

the future, assessing the work to be done beyond

Birmingham to bring about full equality for

African-Americans. Above all, Dr. King offers an

eloquent and penetrating analysis of the events and

pressures that propelled the civil rights movement

from lunch-counter sit-ins and prayer marches to

the forefront of American consciousness.

Since its publication, Why We Can’t Wait has

become an indisputable classic and an enduring

testament to the wise and courageous vision of

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr., is the founder

and president of the Rainbow/PUSH Coalition,
an organization committed to fighting for social,

political, and economic justice for people of all

races, genders, and creeds. A two-time candidate

for president of the United States (1984, 1988),

Rev. Jackson has been called the “conscience of

the nation.” Rev. Jackson is also renowned for
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his efforts around the world to spread the prom-

ise of democracy, human rights, and peace. Rev.

Jackson and his wife, Jacqueline, reside in Chicago

and are the proud parents of five children.
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To my children

Yolanda —Martin III — Dexter— Bernice

for whom I dream that one day soon they will

no longer be judged by the color of their skin

but by the content of their character





I acknowledge with affection and grati-

tude the help of Hcrmine I .  Popper,

whose perception and intelligence en-

abled her to do a constructive and impor-

tant editorial job.

I am also grateful to Alfred Duckett for

his efforts and suggestions in the early

stages of my manuscript.
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