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In each of these tales Margaret Atwood deftly illuminates the single instant
that shapes a whole life: in a few brief pages we watch as characters
progress from the vulnerabilities of adolescence through the passions of
youth into the precarious complexities of middle age. By superimposing
the past on the present, Atwood paints interior landscapes shaped by time,
regret, and life's lost chances, endowing even the banal with a sense of
mystery. Richly layered and disturbing, poignant at times and scathingly
witty at others, the stories in Wilderness Tips take us into the strange and
secret places of the heart and inform the familiar world in which we live
with truths that cut to the bone.Margaret Atwood is the author of over
twenty-five books, including fiction, poetry, and essays. Among her most
recent works are the bestselling novels Alias Grace and The Robber Bride
and the collections Wilderness Tips and Good Bones and Simple
Murders. She lives in Toronto.From the Trade Paperback edition.



INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM FOR
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“Atwood is as audacious as ever ... There is something irresistible about this combination of mordant

humour and unswerving truth.”

—Winnipeg Free Press

“[Atwood possesses] a truly remarkable array of powers.... The wilderness of Wilderness Tips is the

one we all live in — whether or not we admit it.”

—Books in Canada

“These are stories that speak to all who do not close their ears, and their minds, to the late twentieth-

century reality.

—Star-Phoenix (Saskatoon)

“Virtuoso wit and unmistakable style ... Atwood the poet is alive in these stories.”

—Chicago Tribune

“The reader has the sense that Atwood has complete access to her people’s emotional histories,

complete understanding of their hearts and imaginations.”

—Publishers Weekly

“[Atwood has the] ability to place her finger firmly on the pulse of what is contemporary.”

—Hamilton Spectator

“Wilderness Tips is a grimly comic, often scathing natural history of urban anxiety and middle age.”

—London Free Press

“Almost every one of the ten stories in this collection superimposes the past upon the present in a
unsettling, often startling manner, which conjures up a sense of the mysterious in even the most banal

relationships.”

—New York Times Book Review
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The waitresses are basking in the sun like a herd of skinned seals, their

pinky-brown bodies shining with oil. They have their bathing suits on
because it’s the afternoon. In the early dawn and the dusk they sometimes
go skinny-dipping, which makes this itchy crouching in the mosquito-
infested bushes across from their small private dock a great deal more
worthwhile.

Donny has the binoculars, which are not his own but Monty’s. Monty’s
dad gave them to him for bird-watching but Monty isn’t interested in birds.
He’s found a better use for the binoculars: he rents them out to the other
boys, five minutes maximum, a nickel a look or else a chocolate bar from
the tuck shop, though he prefers the money. He doesn’t eat the chocolate
bars; he resells them, black market, for twice their original price; but the
total supply on the island is limited, so he can get away with it.

Donny has already seen everything worth seeing, but he lingers on with
the binoculars anyway, despite the hoarse whispers and the proddings from
those next in line. He wants to get his money’s worth.

“Would you look at that,” he says, in what he hopes is a tantalizing voice.
“Slobber, slobber.” There’s a stick poking into his stomach, right on a fresh
mosquito bite, but he can’t move it without taking one hand off the
binoculars. He knows about flank attacks.

“Lessee,” says Ritchie, tugging at his elbow.

“Piss off,” says Donny. He shifts the binoculars, taking in a slippery
bared haunch, a red-polka-dotted breast, a long falling strand of bleach-
blonde hair: Ronette the tartiest, Ronette the most forbidden. When there
are lectures from the masters at St. Jude’s during the winter about the
dangers of consorting with the town girls, it’s those like Ronette they have
in mind: the ones who stand in line at the town’s only movie theatre,
chewing gum and wearing their boyfriends’ leather jackets, their ruminating
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